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AIMS & OBJECTIVES

* To introduce students to the field of Health Humanities as an area of interdisciplinary and
cross-cultural study.

* To provide students with an overview of key topics in Health Humanities

* To prepare students to engage with the complexity of health in everyday life as critical,
creative and empathetic individuals.

COURSE CONTENT

This course is an introduction to Health Humanities, a new interdisciplinary field of

study that explores the relationship between the arts and humanities and human health and
illness. The course will explore two primary questions: How can the humanities be applied for
the pursuit of health and flourishing in medical treatments and beyond? How can the
humanities productively critique and enhance the practice of contemporary medicine towards
a more holistic and fair health practices? The course will connect key health-related topics to
central discussions in the humanities surrounding the notions of gender, race, sexuality, class,
and identity, among others. It will use a range of materials from humanistic disciplines
including philosophy, critical theory, cultural/media studies and creative writing and draw
examples from various creative practices - e.qg. literature, film, music, visual and performing
arts, etc. - to a) encourage students to discover and analyze the multiple ways in which the
humanities have increasingly been recognized and used as a tool towards better holistic
healthcare; b) explore issues related to empathy, power and fairness in contemporary
medicine to better understand and enhance the pursuit of health.



Indicative Course Topics:

- The Place of the Arts & Humanities in the Study of Health
- Narratives of Health and Disease

- Health and Disability in Popular Media

- Disability and Creative Practices

- Health and Gender

- Subjectivity and Embodiment

- Ageing and Death

- Health and Biopower

- Health Humanities on the Global Stage
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9. COURSE INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES (CILOS)

CILO By the end of the course, students should be able to:

CILO 1 Identify works relevant to Health Humanities within selected historical and
cultural frameworks

CILO 2 Reflect critically upon the role of the humanities and the creative arts in
health-related topics

CILO 3 Examine the relations between key humanities topics and health

CILO 4 Formulate practical health and humanities vocabularies and transferable
analytical skills

10. TEACHING & LEARNING ACTIVITIES (TLAS)

CILO alignment Type of TLA

1 The weekly lectures will deliver the relevant concepts and issues
concerning the indicative learning content

2 Lectures regarding different themes in Health Humanities will be provided
by the instructor and various guests.

3 The lecture-tutorial mode of teaching will be used to facilitate learning

through discussion and presentation of materials students receive during
lectures




I1.

Students' active class participation based on weekly tutorial presentation
and in-class discussion is required

ASSESSMENT METHODS (AMs)

Type of CILOs

Assessment Weighting to be Description of Assessment Tasks

Methods addressed

Group 20% 1-3 Students are required to select a topic, collect

Presentation reference materials and make a group
presentation and lead the discussion; other
students have to take part in the discussion.
Students' ability of CILOs 1, 2 & 3 will be
demonstrated.

Mid-term 25% 2-4 The mid-term assignment is a written exercise to

assignment test the students' learning in relation to CILOs 1
to 3. Students' ability to present their ideas and
arguments logically is tested.

Term paper 35% 1-4 The term paper is an extended writing exercise
to test students' ability to demonstrate their
achievement in learning CILOs 1-4. Students'
ability to present arguments critically and fluently
in written form will be tested.

Participation 20% 1-4 Students' understanding of CLOIs 1-4 and their

participation and ability to present their ideas
and arguments verbally will be tested.
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